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or a psychological basis, or a combination of the two. Parents
or nurses, consciously or unconsciously, encourage babies to
use their right hands in grasping objects, waving "bye-bye,"
holding a pencil, and other activities involving the use of
one hand. Later the dominant hand receives a far greater
amount of practice than the other hand due to its more fre-
quent use in the early development of manual skills.
The development of the more skilful and preferred use of
one hand does not proceed without regressions. Individual
developmental histories show transfers in dominance, notice-
ably during the seventh and tenth months of age. At these
times a tendency to use the neglected hand appears and then
fades away again. The non-dominant hand plasys a minor,
role. It is used for purposes of support or remains motion-
less while the other hand is active.
Except for the convenience of being right-handed in a
world made for right-handed individuals there appears to be
little advantage in the use of one hand in preference to the
other. Because of poor teaching methods, if for no other
reason, which too frequently result in an emotional upset of
the child and may intensify language and reading difficulties,
any attempt to force a child to change from one hand to the
other is likely to be disastrous.
Retardation of Premature Infants. — The prematurely
born infant is actually younger than the full-term infant as
reckoned from the approximate date of conception rather
than from birth. It is natural that he should appear retarded
when compared with full-term infants born the same time.
The premature infant, providing he is healthy, is not long
in catching up" with children born at term. Within five
months of age the forty-two healthy prematurely born infants
studied by Melcher16 scored within average limits on the
Biihler-Hetzer infant scale, though they seemed retarded in
postural control up to eighteen months of age. In person-
ality this group of prematurely born infants were "gentle
babies."
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